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REPORT. , 





To His Honor the Mayor, and to the Gentlemen of the 
Board of Aldermen and to the Common Council of the 
City of New Bedford: 


In accordance with the provision of the ordinances of 
the City, the Trustees of the Free Public Library now 
present to the City Council their TwentietH ANNUAL 
REPORT. 


The statistics of our Librarian with regard to the num- 
ber of takers, the number of volumes taken and the num- 
ber of visitors to our rooms, bear testimony to the fact 
that the inhabitants of our city continue to regard their 
Free Public Library as a source of rational recreation and 
intellectual cultivation and improvement. The numbers 
are larger than have ever been before reported. _ 

For the last year the number of volumes taken has been 
forty thousand two hundred and seventy. | 

The daily average of deliveries has been one hundred 
and thirty. 

The increase of cards has been four hundred and ninety- 
SIX. 

The number of cards issued has now reached ten thousand 
six hundred and twenty. re 


ACCESSIONS DURING THE YEAR. 


During no year since the opening of the Library have 
the accessions to our collection been so numerous and val- 
uable. The increase has been about twenty-five hundred 
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volumes, making the whole number of volumes now upon 
the shelves of the FrrE Pusriic Lisrary or New BeEp- 
FORD, about twenty-six thousand. — 

The ability which has allowed of this important addi- 
tion has been, as you well know, derived from the income 
of the Sylvia Ann Howland Library Fund. In another 
part of this report, in accordance with the ordinance pro- 
viding for the investment of that fund, and for the distri- 
bution of its income, we shall lay before you an account of 
the stewardship with which we have been intrusted. In 
this connection we would give expression to the feelings 
of gratitude and satisfaction with which we regard the 
result of this sagacious and benevolent addition to the 
income of the library. | 

The additions which we have thus been enabled to make 
to our collection, have been of a class of publications 
which, without this increase and while restricted to the 
ordinary income of the institution, it would have been im- 
possible for us to have acquired. In a former report we 
have stated that visitors to our institution, whose famil- 
iarity with the literature of our language gives them the 
ability to judge, have often expressed the opinion that our 
collection, for its extent, embraces as large a proportion of 
valuable books as any library in the country. 

The accessions of the past year have largely increased 
in magnitude the right to this commendatory notice. We 
have brought to our city, and placed within the reach of 
all our people, a class of publications which are noticeable, 
and rare even, in the collections of some of the largest 
libraries of the land# 

The work has commenced which was alluded to in the 
last year’s report from this Board to the City Government. 
“The library has already attained,” says the report, “a 
position highly gratifying to every citizen of New Bed- 
ford, as well as to all who have been in any way connected 
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with its management; and the prospect for the coming 
years is full of a most encouraging assurance that the same 
care and devotion on the part of its managers, and the 
same liberal support from the people and the people’s rep- 
resentatives, will place it in the foremost rank among the 
depositories of learning in our country. With an increase 
of its means, will be demanded a corresponding increase of 
the diligence, skill and devotedness demanded for its man- 
agement ; and these secured, its progress must be steadily 
onward to a higher and still higher position of usefulness 
and reputation.” 

The increase of our means has placed within our reach 
those vast and invaluable stores of learning and knowledge 
which are to be found in the literature of our own and 
other languages of the world. We are no longer restricted 
in our accessions to the literature of the day. Hitherto a 
large part of the limited means at our disposal, has been 
necessarily devoted to the purchase of the publications 
which the press of our country and Great Britain is send- 
ing forth so constantly and abundantly. This we may 
now continue, gratifiying to some extent the commendable 
and universal desire of our visitors and takers for a knowl- 
edge of what is new and important in the literature of 
the world, while the work which we have commenced may 
be steadily continued, of filling the vacant spaces in our 
catalogue and upon our shelves with the books in which 
are treasured up the wisdom and learning of the past, 
and such more recent but rare and costly. publications 
as have hitherto been wholly beyond our reach. We 
have said that this work has been commenced. It will 
take many years, applying to it all our present ability of 
increase, before the idea can be realized which every lover 
of learning and every one fully familiar with what is 
required for a completed library constantly entertains. Al. 
though but a moiety of the means so liberally placed at our 
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disposal has been expended, we have during the year 
added as many volumes as it has been in the power of our 
librarian, in addition to his other numerous and pressing 
duties, to catalogue, classify and arrange. To do this 
work faithfully, so that it may remain for all future time a 
perfect guide to and exponent of the contents of the 
library, requires a large amount of labor as well as rare 
bibliographical acquirements. In the gentleman who has 
from the beginning had charge of our library, we have had 
all the advantage which the most devoted industry and a 
most intimate knowledge of books can afford. But there 
are limitations to all kinds of labor, and it has not been 
considered expedient on the part of the Trustees, to make 
our accessions any faster than will allow of a careful inspec- 
tion, and of a full and accurate record. Books heaped 
together in a library are like an individual work without 
an index; like the stock of a trader in whose premises the 
goods he may have to dispose of are promiscuously mingled. 
The labor bestowed upon a book that it may be so recorded, 
catalogued and placed that its contents may be readily 
made available, can never be dispensed with in an institu- 
tion like ours. The character and contents of a book 
must, as far as is possible, be the subject of a readily acces- © 
sible record, and its place so determined and described 
that no time may be lost in obtaining it. We have made 
these remarks in answer to inquiries which are frequently 
made, and because the facts stated have a bearing upon 
the course pursued by the Trustees with regard to the 
funds at their disposal. 

Up to the present time the accessions to the library have 
been confined to the literature of our own language. 
This limitation must, of necessity, to a great extent con- 
tinue for many years. The riches of that literature it will 
take a long time to appropriate. But we are of opinion 
that the time has come when the restriction to some extent 
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may be removed, and the graduates of our schools be 
enabled to find upon our shelves the most desirable and 
important works in the foreign languages which they have 
been at so much pains to acquire. 

A small beginning has already been made in this direc- 
tion, by the purchase of a few valuable publications in the 
French language. The standard works in the French, 
Spanish, German and Italian languages should gradually 
find their way to our shelves, and some of the best period- 
icals from the French and German press should be placed 
within the reach of the visitors to the library. 

Under this head we would advert to the fact that we 
have, during the year, made a large addition to the 
number of our periodicals. This we have long desired to 
do, but our former list was as large as the means we could 
devote to this branch of our operations would allow. 
Hitherto we have confined our subscriptions to the period- 
icals of our own country, and such foreign issues as have 
been here reprinted. We have discontinued the reprints : 
and while we have largely increased our list of American 
periodicals, we have, through the agency of Messrs. Scrib- 
ner & Co., of New York, made arrangements for receiving 
direct from England and Germany, many of the most 
celebrated and desirable issues of the periodical press of 
Europe. The number now upon our list, all of which will 
be found upon our tables at the opening of the new year, 
is about sixty. A list of them will be found in another 
part of this report. 


INCREASE OF ACCOMMODATIONS. 


This subject of an increase of space for our books naturally 
follows that of the increase of their number. In the last re- 
port mention was made of the fact that the room belonging 
to the library, but which had been for many years occupied 
by the officers of the Water Board, was greatly needed 
for the purpose for which it was originally intended. 
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During the year other and far more convenient rooms 
have been provided for the Water Board, and that of 
which we have spoken is now devoted to our use. 

We would express our great satisfaction at the manner 
in which the work of preparing this room for library pur- 
poses has been executed. 

Under the immediate direction of a committee of our 
own Board, with a zeal and liberality on the part of the 
gentleman of the Joint Standing Committee of your body 
on Public Property, which give them a claim to the re- 
spect and gratitude of every friend of the library, this 
room has been prepared for the service to which it has 
been designated, in a form in which are united the most 
perfect economy and convenient arrangement of space, 
with a most gratifying exhibition of good taste in the gen- 
eral plan and in the details of its execution. Connected 
with the main room of the library by opening a way into 
it through another room whose capacity for a useful occu- 
pation has been largely increased by the arrangement, it 
constitutes a beautiful and most useful and convenient 
portion of our library accommodations. It is well that this 
beautiful addition should be made to our rooms at the 
time when we were, after a long and anxious delay, to be 
placed in possession of the means by which to complement 
its beauty and convenience with the wisdom and knowl- 
edge contained in the rare and valuable volumes which 
will soon be found within its alcoves. 


THE MUSEUM OF THE YOUNG MEN’S NATURAL HISTORY 
SOCIETY. 


In accordance with the clearly expressed wishes of the 
City Council, and with our own conviction with regard to 
what the best interests of the city required, measures have 
been taken during the year to place in possession of the 
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city the valuable Museum and Collection in Natural His- 
tory, gathered by the Young Men’s Natural History Soci- 
ety, and formerly the property of that association. The 
property in this collection is now vested in the city of New 
Bedford, and it is under the control of the city authorities. 
Lhe report of a Committee of our Board to whom was 
referred the petition of a Committee of the society asking 
that it might be transferred to the city, and its loss to our 
inhabitants prevented, with a copy of the bill of sale by 
which it was conveyed, will be found in another part of 
this report. We have seen no reason to doubt the pro- 
priety of the act on our part by which, as your agents, we 
were instrumental in placing this property into the posses- 
sion of the city. The proceeding has given great satisfac- 
tion to the young men who have by it been stimulated 
into greater devotion to their favorite and praise-worthy 
pursuit, and no less gratification to the citizens who are 
admitted to the weekly exhibitions of the society. Its 
design, embracing as it does the intellectual growth of the 
young men who are no longer the occupants of seats at 
our schools, and that combined elevation and recreation 
which are united in the fundamental idea of our Free 
Public Library, in which all can participate, is in perfect 
harmony, as we fully believe, with that view of a wide and 
genial culture which lies at the foundation of all our legis- 
lation and municipal action in the great work of the edu- 
cation of the people. 

The expenses of the Collection, the principal being the 
rent of the rooms it occupies, which amount to about four 
hundred dollars a year are, by our present arrangements, 
to be paid from the appropriations for the support of the 
Library. Believing that it will be the policy of the City 
Government to continue the arrangement by which the 
Trustees of the Free Public Library have the immediate 
custody and oversight of this valuable property, we have, 
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in a revision we have recently made in the regulations of 
our Board, made provision for a more complete discharge 
of the duties which this custody and oversight requires. 
We have been promised by the President of the Young 
Men’s Society, a statement of its proceedings and pros- 
pects, which we hope may be received in time to be in- 
cluded, in some form, in this report. 


RULES AND REGULATIONS. 


As has already been intimated, a revision has been made 
in the regulations for the management of the Library. 
One reason for this has already been stated. Another 
may be found in the large increase in our collection, which 
has rendered necessary a corresponding increase in the 
arrangements for its management. Some trifling changes 
have also been made in the rules for the circulation of our 
books. In accordance with the provisions of the ordi- 
nance by which the library was established, these rules are 
now laid before you, subject to such action on vou part 
as you may think it proper to institute. 


BEQUEST OF SYLVIA ANN HOWLAND. 


We have already, in connection with the subject of the 
accessions to the Library, spoken of the source of the in- 
creased means at our command for its enlargement. But 
the importance of this bequest, its peculiar character, and 
the notoriety which has been in one form and another 
given to the testament of which it made a part and to the 
action of your body, and of another branch of the City 
Government, appeared to demand from us a brief state- 
ment, at any rate, of the action which we have taken as 
the servants of the Council and of the people, under the 
authority which has been conferred upon us by your body. 
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Jt was not until March 30, 1871, that the ordinance was 
passed giving this Board the authority to act, and placing 
at its disposal the means of action. 

On the 15th day of the following month, the subject 
was brought to the attention of the Trustees by the Presi- 
dent, the Mayorof the City, who laid before them the fol- 
lowing papers : 


1. A copy of the “Ordinance in relation to the be- 
quest of Sylvia-Ann Howland” ; 


el Ne copy of the “Ordinance in relation to the dona- 


tion of George Howland, Junior, and the bequest of Charles 
W. Morgan” ; 


3. A communication from the City Treasurer, setting 
forth the fact, that in accordance with the ordinance first 
above named, he had entered upon-the books of the Treas- 
urer, to the credit of the Trustees of the Free Public 
Library, the sum of twelve thousand five hundred dollars. 


Whereupon it was — 


Ordered, That so much of the Will of the late Sylvia Ann Howland 
as relates to the bequest of one hundred thousand dollars for the pro- 
motion of Public Education and the enlargement of the Free Public 
Library; and so much of the address of His Honor the Mayor to the 
City Council, January 3d, 1870, as relates to the same; the Report of 
the Joint Standing Committee of the City Council of 1870, upon the 
subject of an ordinance in relation to the same bequest; the ordinance 
of the City Council passed March 30th, 1871, entitled ‘‘ An Ordinance 
in relation to the bequest of Sylvia Ann Howland”; the ordinance 
of the City Council passed March 30th, 1871, entitled ‘‘ An Ordinance 
in relation to the donation of George Howland, Junior, and the bequest 
of Charles W. Morgan”; and the communication of the City Treasurer 
dated April 3d, 1871, in which he informs the board of an entry upon 
his books to their credit, in accordance with the provisions of said 
first named ordinance, be entered in full upon our records. 
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The following resolutions were then introduced and unan- 
imously adopted. 
~ RESOLUTIONS. 


Resolved, That the evidence now laid before us that the city has come 
into possession of the noble bequest of Sylvia Ann Howland, for the 
education of the young and the diffusion of knowledge, is received by 
us with deep feelings of satisfaction and gratitude. 

Resolved, That at this time, when all obstacles to the possession and 
enjoyment on the part of the people of New Bedford of this munificent 
and judicious bequest have been removed, and we have before us the 
evidence that the wise and beneficent designs of our benefactress have 
been consummated, we feel it to be our duty and our privilege, to give 
expression to the sentiments of grateful recognition which have ever 
been associated in our minds with this princely benefaction. 

Resolved, That the City Council, in the ordinance which they have 
enacted in relation to this bequest, have taken a view, unquestionably 
correct, of the intentions of the testatrix, and of the proper methods by 
which they are to be carried into effect; and we would, as Trustees of 
the Free Public Library and as the agents of the people in the discharge 
of an important trust, for ourselves and for them, express to the gen- 
tlemen of the City Council our grateful thanks for this clear, sagacious 
and important act of municipal legislation. 

Lesolved, That we clearly recognize the magnitude and sacred char- 
acter of the trust committed to us by the terms of the ordinance; and 
in accepting it, and in thanking the Council for the confidence reposed 
in us, we would pledge ourselves to faithfulness in its execution, and 
that we will make the provisions of the ordinance and the clearly de- 
clared wishes and intentions of the city’s benefactress, our constant 
guide in the administration of her bounty. 

Lesolved, That while we regard with peculiar interest that part of 
the bequest, and those portions of the ordinance which are connected 
with the Free Public Library; and while we look upon the provision 
made for giving increased facilities for the education of the young, as 
in harmony with the increase and diffusion of knowledge through the 
agency of the library; we would also recognize the great obligations 
our city is under for the bounty that has aided us in bringing the pure 
water of the Acushnet to our doors, with their valuable contributions ~ 
to the sanitary and material welfare of our city. 

Resolved, That we are gratified at the action of the Council, by which 
the bounty of our friend and associate, George Howland, Junior, and 
our deceased friend, Charles W. Morgan, is permanently invested and 
the expenditure of its income made subject to the same conditions and 
restrictions contained in the ordinance in relation to the bequest of 
Sylvia Ann Howland. 
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We shall give in another part of this report, the other 
documents which were ordered of record. We do this 
that there may be found in this report, all the action of 
your body and our own in connection with this important 
subject. Believing that the proceedings of the Council 
have been in harmony with the design of the bequest, and 
feeling assured that the duties of the agency with which we 
have been intrusted has been true to the letter and spirit 
of these proceedings, and in the highest degree beneficial 
to the institution under our care, we have deemed it due 
to the people and to all who have in any way been instru- 
mental in bringing about this most satisfactory result, to 
bring together in this our first report since the completion: 
of the arrangements, all the papers necessary for a full 
knowledge and understanding of the subject. We shall 
present you, in another part of this report, a statement 
showing the amount which has been placed at the disposal 
of the Trustees under the operation of the ordinance, the 
amount expended, and the balance in the treasury still 
available for the purposes of the library. 

We feel much satisfaction in laying before you this 
account of the stewardship with which we have been in- 
trusted, particularly as your agents in the execution of 
the trusts on behalf of the library which have been com- 
mitted to us. We give you the title and cost of every 
book we have purchased; and we feel an assurance that 
no one can be found to question the accordancy of our 
action with the principles which governed the enlightened 
testatrix in the bestowment of her bounty, and the mem- 
bers of the City Council in providing for its diffusion. 

At a recent meeting of the Board, a Committee was 
appointed to take into consideration the erection, in some 
simple and permanent form, of a memorial of the bounty 
which has so greatly benefited the inhabitants of our city. 
The Committee have made their report, which will be found 
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€ 
in the appendix to this communication. We approve of 
the plan and the inscription which they recommend for the 
unexpensive tablet which it is proposed to place in some 
prominent position in our Library Building. 


INCREASE OF THE LIBRARY BOARD. 


We are gratified to learn that the recommendation of 
the Board in its last report, in relation to an increase in 
the number of Trustees, has been favorably regarded by 
your body, and that it is probable that with the commence- 
ment of its labors the next year it will have the benefit of 
the proposed increase. That the affairs of our favorite 
institution have been wisely and zealously managed, its 
past history and present position bear ample testimony. 
The inhabitants of our city expect that there shall be no 
relaxation in the devotedness, no departure from the saga- 
cious counsels which have been crowned with such success. 
The labor and the responsibility of the position of trustee 
are greatly increased; and the time has arrived when they 
should be shared by a larger number of our qualified and 
interested citizens. 


DONATIONS. 


Our list of donations will show you that we have con- 
tinued to receive from our friends, old and- new, the 
evidences of their interest in the prosperity of the Free 
Public Library. 

One hundred and sixty-five volumes of books, five hun- 
dred and eighty-one pamphlets, and many newspapers, 
together with manuscripts, maps, etc., are seen upon the 
record as the contributions of the year. All these publi- 
cations are valuable, many of them rare; and we would 
thus publicly convey to the benefactors of the library our 
thanks for their most welcome contributions, 
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From these sources we are gradually accumulating the 
matter which gives a faithful and lively interest in the 
affairs of the past; and the records of the passing day, 
which will give to coming generations the “form and 
pressure” of the present. 

We would refer you to the papers accompanying this 
report for our statements with regard to the trust funds of 
the institution, and other valuable documents connected 
with the operations of the year. 


All of which is respectfully submitted. 


Grorct Bb. Ricumonp, 
J. WINGATE F Rost, 
Trustees 
Free Public Library. 


CHarites M. Perrce, Jr., 
GEORGE HowLanpD, Jr., 
GeorGE IF. Kineman, | 
JAMES B. Conapon, 
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| APPENDIX. 


SYLVIA ANN HOWLAND BEQUEST. 


ACTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL. 


The Joint Special Committee, to whom was referred 
that part of the address of His Honor the Mayor that 
related to the bequests of the late Sylvia Ann Howland to 
the city, have attended to the duty with which they were 
charged, and respectfully ask leave to present to the Coun- 
cil the following 


REPORT. 


In the year one thousand eight hundred and fifty-seven, George 
Howland, Junior, made a donation to the city of New Bedford, for the 
purposes of the Free Public Library, of the sum of one thousand six 
hundred dollars ; and in the year one thousand eight hundred and sixty- 
five, there was paid into the treasury of the city, the sum of one thou- 
sand dollars, a bequest from the late Charles W. Morgan. 

George Howland, Junior, in the communication which he addressed 
to the City Council, upon the subject of his donation, clearly sets forth 
his wishes in relation to the expenditure of the income of the fund 
given by him to the eity for the purposes of the library, by the follow- 
ing declaration: ; 

‘“‘The class of books I-would propose to be obtained from the above 
source, to be of a more expensive character, embracing some of the 
higher works of art and science, than the Trustees would feel them- 
selves justified in procuring with the funds annually set apart and 
placed at their disposal by the City Government for the enlargement of 
the library.” 

In accordance with the wishes of the donor thus clearly expressed, 
the sum given by him to the city has been called the 


GEORGE HOWLAND, JUNIOR, FUND, 


and has by that title been entered upon the books of the city treasury. 
The sum received by the city from the estate of the late Charles W. 
Morgan, has always been regarded by the City Government and the 
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Trustees of the Free Public Library, as a fund identical in character 
with that obtained through the enlightened liberality of George How- 
* land, Jr. 

The City Council, having a clear apprehension of the facts and cir- 
cumstances herein set forth, and desirous to fulfil to the letter and to 
the spirit the obligations which these facts and circumstances imposed, 
has ordered that the sum received under the will of Charles W. Mor- 
gan shall be entered upon the books of the City Treasurer as the 


CHARLES W. MORGAN FUND. 


In order that the purpose and design of these gifts to the city may 
be in the fullest manner carried into effect, the City Council has ordered 
that these funds should bear interest at the usual rate, and that semi- 
annually the interest shall be placed at the disposal of the Trustees of 
the Free Public Library, and has, in that order, clearly set forth the 
duty of said Trustees in the expenditure of said interest or income, to 
keep clearly in view the character of the funds, and the conditions, 
expressed and implied, connected with their possession by the city. 

Sylvia Ann Howland, late of this city, by her will, dated the Ist day 
of September, one thousand eight hundred and sixty-three, made to 
the city of New Bedford the munificent bequest of two hundred thou- 
sand dollars, as set forth in the following provisions of her testament : 

** Thirdly —I give and bequeath to the city of New Bedford, the sum 
of one hundred thousand dollars; and I direct that the same sum 
shall be paid into the treasury of the city, and shall be used and ex- 
pended under the direction of the City Council, towards the introduc- 
tion of water into the city, or for the encouragement otherwise and 
more general introduction into the city of heavy manufactures which 
require the use of steam. I give this legacy to my city, because I be- 
lieve that its prosperity depends much upon the establishment and 
encouragement of manufactures within the city. 

“* Fourthly —I give and bequeath to the city of New Bedford the 
further sum of one hundred thousand dollars; and direct that this sum 
shall be invested judiciously, under the direction of the City Council, 
and the income therefrom shall be expended and used for the promo- 
tion and support within the city of liberal education, and the enlarge- 
ment, from time to time, of our Free Public Library.” 

The liberal and enlightened testatrix clearly and earnestly declared, 
in connection with the expression of her intent to bestow this rich 
gift upon her native city, for the promotion of the cause of education 
and for the enlargement of the Free Public Library, that institution so 
dear to the hearts of our people: 

‘‘That she desired it to be clearly understood that in the bestow- 
ment of this legacy, she had in view, not an exemption of the people 
from any part of the assessments which were required to sustain our 
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public schools and public library in accordance with the pluns and 
purposes which had been or might be considered as meeting the stand- 
ard properly and reasonably required in consideration of the fact that 
the funds necessary for their maintenance are derived from an annual 
rate upon the property of the people; but that the means derived from 
the bequest should place within the reach of the inhabitants, educa- 
tional opportunities and facilities for access to the higher and more 
expensive works in literature, science and art, which are reasonably 
considered as beyond the reach of a judicious expenditure of the pub- 
lic appropriation.” 

This clearly expressed interpretation of the wishes and expectations 
of the testatrix, should be regarded as constituting an important con- 
dition of the bequest, binding upon all who may be called upon to 
carry these provisions into effect; and is in entire harmony with the 
conditions that have ever been considered as connected with the former 
gifts to the Library. 

In accordance with these statements and convictions in relation to 
these several trusts, we have prepared the ordinance which we now 
present to the Council for its consideration. The Committee feel war- 
ranted in stating that every part of the proposed ordinance has been 
carefully considered, and that no effort has.been spared to give a right 
direction and a permanent position to the funds which have been placed 
under the control of the city, for such wise and beneficent purposes. 

The true character of these funds has been the guide by which every 
provision of this ordinance has been arranged. It has been our aim 
to secure through all time, both with regard to the investment and the 
disposition of the income which the investment shall yield, a full, 
strict and unquestionable compliance with the intent of the honored 
individuals, both dead and living, to whom we are indebted for these 
important agencies for mental culture and moral elevation. 

The character of these trusts is sacred; their purpose admits of no 
question; our duty with regard to them is to secure for them, through 
all coming time, a recognition of this character and purpose. 


On behalf of the Committee, 
GEORGE B. RICHMOND, Chairman. 


BEQUEST OF SYLVIA ANN HOWLAND. 


Extract from the Inaugural Address of His Honor, 
George B. Richmond, Mayor, January 3d, 1870. 


It is well known to you and our fellow-citizens that Sylvia Ann 
Howland, late of this city, bequeathed to the city of New Bedford the 
sum of two hundred thousand dollars. After years of doubt and delay, 


D 
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the legal impediments which withheld her bounty are about to be re- 
moved. Of the simple financial aspect of it, I have already spoken. 
The money will, as I have reason to believe, soon be received; and 
this assurance comes to us at a time when a feeling somewhat allied to 
embarrassment had begun to connect itself with our fiscal affairs. 

I feel, gentlemen, that we have another duty to perform. Having 
received this munificent gift, with gratitude and admiration to her who 
has willed it, it is our duty to carry out her wishes to the fullest ex- 
tent. Her desire for the introduction of the water-works has been 
realized by us; and her gift of one hundred thousand dollars auntici- 
pated; and the gift will be fulfilled when it shall be applied to the 
liquidation of the debt they have created. 

The conditions connected with the other moiety of the bequest will 
call for great care and much thoughtful attention on the part of the 
Council. Here and at all times it should be borne in mind that this 
munificent gift was not given that we might thereby make a trifling 
saving in our annual appropriations. 

The cause of education and of a high and extended intellectual cul- 
ture, as I understand, called, in her view, for means and appliances 
beyond those which it has been usual to provide for in the annual 
appropriation. This sentiment, so enlightened and honorable, I under- 
stand, she expressed to those who had the charge of giving a legal 
validity to her wishes with regard to her property. 

As soon as circumstances shall call for action on your part in relation 
to these bequests, it will become your duty to give a rightful and per- 
manent direction, by ordinance, to the investment of the funds and the 
application of their income. ) 

When this shall be done, I feel it will be your pleasant duty to have 
prepared, in some simple, expressive and enduring form, a memorial of 
this act of enlightened liberality. 


AN ORDINANCE 


IN RELATION TO THE BEQUEST OF SYLVIA ANN HOWLAND. 


Srcrion 1. Upon the payment by the executor or administrator of 
the last will and testament of Sylvia Ann Howland, of the sum which 
may be due the city of New Bedford under said will and testament, 
the City Treasurer shall receive the same and place it in the treasury; 
and he is hereby authorized and empowered to give a receipt therefor, 
which shall bind the City to a full and strict compliance with the con- 
ditions of said bequest. 
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Sxct. 2. A credit shall be entered upon the books of the City Treas- 
ury of one half the amount of the bequest of Sylvia Ann Howland to 
the City of New Bedford, ‘for the support, within the city, of Liberal 
Education, and the enlargement from time to time of our Free Public 
Library,” when it shall be received by the Treasurer; and this credit, 
which is hereby considered and declared to be an investment, binding 
to the fullest extent upon the City, shall be forever designated and 
known as the Sylvia Ann Howland Free Public Library Fund. 

This credit is hereby declared and ordained to be, and shall forever 
be known and held as an investment for the enlargement of the Free 
Public Library and for the extension of its sphere of usefulness, in ac- 
cordance with the conditions and limitations under which this fund has 
come into the possession of the City. 

Sect. 3. This investment, set forth in the preceding section, shall 
bear interest at the rate of six per centum per annum, and upon the 
first days of January and July, of every year, the City Treasurer shall 
compute the interest as aforesaid upon the investment thus made for 
the benefit of the Free Public Library. Anda statement of this com- 
putation in detail, shall be prepared by the City Treasurer, and placed 
in the hands of the Trustees of the Free Public Library. > The amount 
of the interest thus found to have accrued, shall be placed upon the 
books of the City Treasury to the credit of the Trustees of the Free 
Public Library. ; 

Srecr. 4. The funds thus placed at the disposal of the Trustees of 
the Free Public Library shall be expended by them strictly in accord- 
ance with the object and intent of the donor from whom the fund was 
derived. 

In the Annual Report of the Trustees of the Free Public Library, a 
statement in detail shall be made of the outlay authorized by that body 
from the income fund thus placed at their disposal; and the vouchers 
of such expenditure shall be exhibited whenever called for by the City 
Council or Joint Standing Committee on Accounts of that body. 

Sect. 5. A credit shall be entered upon the books of the City 
Treasury, of one half of the amount of the bequest of Sylvia Ann 
Howland, to the City of New Bedford ‘‘for the support, within the 
City, of Liberal Education, and the enlargement, from time to time, of 
the Free Public Library,” when it shall be received by the Treasurer, 
and this credit, which is hereby considered, declared and ordained to 
be an investment binding to the fullest extent to the City, shall be for- 
ever designated and known as the Sylvia Ann Howland Educational 
Fund. 

This credit, is hereby declared and ordained to be, and shall be for- 
ever known and held as an investment for the promotion and support, 
within the City of New Bedford, of Liberal Education, in accordance 
with the conditions and limitations under which this fund has come in 
possession of the City. 
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Sxct. 6. The investment set forth in the preceding section shall 
bear interest at the rate of six per centum per annum, and upon the 
first days of January and July of every year, the City Treasurer shall 
compute the interest as aforesaid, upon this investment, thus made 
for the ‘‘ promotion and support within the City of Liberal Education.” 
A statement of this computation in detail, shall be prepared by the 
City Treasurer and forthwith placed in the hands of the School Com- 
mittee of the city. The amount of the interest thus found to have 
accrued from this fund, shall be placed upon the books of the City 
Treasury to the credit of the New Bedford School Committee. 

Srcr. 7. The funds thus placed to the credit of the New Bedford 
School Committee, shall be expended by that body strictly in accord- 
ance with the purpose and intent of her by whose bequest the fund has 
come into the possession of the City. 

In the Annual Report of the School Committee, there shall be made 
a statement in detail of the outlay authorized by that body from the 
income fund thus placed at its disposal; and the vouchers for any such 
expenditure shall be exhibited whenever called for by the City Council 
or the Joint Standing Committee on Accounts of that body. 

Suor. 8. The School Committee, and the Trustees of the Free 
Public Library, may make such regulations for the discharge of their 
respective duties under this Ordinance as they may deem expedient, 
not inconsistent with the laws of the Commonwealth or the Ordinances 
of the City; which regulations shall be reported to the City Council, 
and may be changed or abrogated at its pleasure. Provided, however, 
that no payment shall be made from either of the income funds estab- 
lished and provided for by this Ordinance, unless said expenditure 
shall have been authorized by a vote at a legal meeting of the School 
Committee or of the Trustees of the Free Public Library respectively ; 
a majority of the members of each body being present and voting in 
the affirmative; and provided, further, that no authorization, as 
aforesaid, nor any act of either of the bodies last named, shall allow 
the application of any part of the income from the Educational or the 
Library Funds hereby established to supply any deficiency which may 
at any time exist in the appropriations of the City for the ordinary 
purposes of the Public Schools or the Free Public Library; or for any 
purpose, temporary or permanent, which is not clearly in accordance 
with the original design and intent for which the said Educational and 
Library Funds were established. 

Srecr. 9. All payments on account of either of these funds shall be 
made upon the order of the Chairman of the School Committee for the 
Education Fund; and upon the order of the President of the Board of 
Trustees of the Free Public Library, for the Library Fund, drawn 
upon the Treasurer of the City; such order to have attached thereto a 
schedule of the several demands included therein, with the amount 
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and character of each. Said schedule shall contain also a certificate of 
the Secretary or Clerk of the Board, that all the demands contained 
therein have been authorized in the manner require in the eighth sec- 
tion of this Ordinance; and no order drawn in accordance with the 
provisions of this section shall be approved by the Joint Standing 
Committee on Accounts of the City Council, unless there shall be 
attached thereto a schedule as herein provided; and no such order 
shall be paid by the City Treasurer until the same has been approved 
by said Committee in the usual manner, and a warrant drawn by the 
Mayor therefor. 

Szcr. 10. Provisions shall be made in the order at the annual City 
appropriations, for the interest that may accrue and be allowed upon 
these several funds under this Ordinance, and the amount appropriated 
shall be included in the item of appropriation for the payment of the 
principal and interest of the public debt. 

SEecT. 11. The sum which may be received by the City Treasurer, 
under the will of Sylvia Ann Howland, as a legacy ‘‘ towards the intro- 
duction of water,” and the sum which may be received by him under 
said will as a legacy ‘‘for the promotion and support within the City 
of liberal education and the enlargement of the Free Public Library,” 
shall be applied by him to meet the special appropriations for the New 
Bedford Water Works, made by the City Council during the year 1869, 
in accordance with the provisions of said will and the arrangement for 

‘investment to the Educational Fund and the Library Fund contained in 

this Ordinance; and any further sums which may be received by the 
City Treasurer from the same source by way of income or interest 
shall be disposed of by him as follows: 

The income or interest upon the water legacy shall be applied to the 
payment of the interest upon the Water Bonds issued by the City, after 
deducting therefrom a sum sufficient to make the whole amount placed 
to the credit of the Water appropriations for 1869, two hundred thou-. 
sand dollars; and the income or interest upon the other legacy of one 
hundred thousand dollars shall be equally divided, and one half shall 
be placed upon the books of the City Treasurer to the credit of the 
New Bedford School Committee, and the other half to the credit of the 
Trustees of the Free Public Library; it being understood that the 
sums by this section placed to the credit of said Committee and said 
Trustees respectively, shall be subject to all the conditions, limitations 
and restrictions contained in this Ordinance in relation to the expendi- 
tures of the income of the investments, herein provided for, of the 
bequest contained In said will. 


Passed March 30, 1871, 


AN ORDINANCE 


IN RELATION TO THE DONATION OF GEORGE HOWLAND, 
JUNIOR, AND THE BEQUEST OF CHARLES W. MORGAN. 


SECTION 1. The funds in the City Treasury, derived from the dona- 
tion of George Howland, Junior, shall there continue, and shall be 
designated the 

GEORGE HOWLAND, JUNIOR, FUND. 


And the funds in the City Treasury, derived from the bequest of 
Charles W. Morgan, shall there continue, and shall be designated the 


CHARLES W. MORGAN FUND. 


Srect. 2. The third, fourth, eighth, ninth and tenth sections of the 
ordinance entitled ‘‘ An Ordinance in relation to the bequest of Sylvia 
Ann Howland,” as far as they relate to the income of the Sylvia Ann 
Howland Free Public Library Fund, shall be applicable to the income 
of the funds designated in the foregoing section, as fully as if the same 
were herein fully set forth. 


Passed March 380, 1871. 


STATEMENT 


OF THE ACCOUNT OF THE TRUSTEES OF THE FREE PUBLIC 
LIBRARY, FROM THE BOOKS OF THE CITY TREASURER. 


1871. 
38d mo. 1. 
4th mo. 3. 


7th mo. 1. 


1872. 
Ist mo. 2. 


1871. 


9th mo. 6. 
12th mo. 12. 


1872. 


Istmo. 2. Balance in the Treasury, 


Cr. 


Balance to the credit of the account, 

Received of E. D. Mandell, administrator, 
on account of income on the bequest of 
Sylvia Ann Howland—4 of $25,000, 

Interest for 3 months on the S. A. H. Free 
Public Library Fund, 

Interest for 6 months on the G. Howland, 
Jr. Fund, 

Interest for 6 months on the C. W. Mor- 
gan Fund, 


Interest for 6 months on the S. A. H. Fund, 

Interest for 6 months on the G. Howland, 
Jr., Fund, 

Interest for 6 months on the C. W. Mor- 
gan Fund, : 

Amount of E. D. Mandell, administrator, 


being one half the balance of ‘‘income”’ — 


on Sylvia Ann Howland’s bequest, on 
final settlement, 


Dr. 


Order of the President of the Board 
of Trustees, 

Order of the President of the Board 
of Trustees, 


$3,471.35 
442.65 


$78.43 


12,500.00 
675.00 
48.00 
30.00 
1,350.00 
48.00 
30.00 


2,346.67 


$17,106.10 





11,192.10 $17,106.10 


JAMES B. CONGDON, City Treasurer. 


Ciry or New BEDFORD, 
TREASURER’S OFFICE, Ist, mo. 2, 1872. 


GEORGE HOWLAND, JUNIOR, FUND. 


The Amount of this fund is $1,600.00 
1871. 
Ist mo. 1. 6 months’ interest, $48.00 
7th mo.1. 6 months’ interest, 48.00 
1872. 
Ist mo. 2. 6 months’ interest, 48.00 $144.00 
Paid part of Scribner, Welford & Co.’s bill, $145.00 
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CHARLES W. MORGAN FUND. 


The amount of this fund is $1,000.00 


1871. 
Ist mo. 1. 6 months’ interest, $30.00 
7th mo. 1. 6 months’ interest, . 30.00 
1872. 
Ist mo. 2. 6 months’ interest, * 30.00 $90.00 


Paid for a part of D. Van Nostrand’s bill, $100.00 


q 
SYLVIA ANN HOWLAND FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY FUND. 


The amount of this fund is now $50,000.00 
1871. 

7th mo. 1. 38 months’ interest on $45,000, $675.00 
1872. 

Ist mo. 2. 6 months’ interest on $45,000, 1,850.00 $2,025.00 


This amount to the credit of the Trustees of the Free Public Library. 


[NoOTE.—This fund was increased $5,000, 1 mo. 2, 1872, by the payment of the bal- 
ance of the bequest, by E. D. Mandell, administrator. ] 


SYLVIA ANN HOWLAND’S BEQUEST. 


INCOME ACCOUNT. 
1871. 
4th mo. 3. Received of EK. D. Mandell, ad- 
ministrator, on account of in- 
come from funds in his hands, 
amount received, $25,000.00 


4 to Educational Fund, 12,500.00 $12,500.00 
1872. 


Ist mo. 2. Received of E. D. Mandell, admin- 
istrator, balance of income as 
above, $4,693.33 
4 to Educational Fund, 2,346.66 $2,346.67 


we re 


$14,846.67. 
This amount to the credit of the Trustees of the Free Public Library. 


TRUSTEES’ REPORT. 


1871. 


SYLVIA ANN HOWLAND INCOME FUNDS. 


RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES. 


Income from Library Fund, $2,025.00 
Income paid by administrator, 14,846.67 
Paid for sundry bills of books, as follows: 
Bills of William H. Piper & Co., $979.50 
Bill of A. L. Luyster, 541.98 
Part of bill of D. Van Nostrand, 484.86 
Part of bill of Scribner, Welford & Co., 3,220.01 
Bill of A. L. Luyster, : 442.65 
Balance unexpended, 
BALANCE STATEMENT. 


Amount to the credit of the Sylvia Ann Howland 
Library Fund, 

Overpaid on income of G. Howiand, Jr., Fund, 

Overpaid on income of C. W. Morgan Fund,’ 


$1.00 
10.00 


Add unexpended balance on last year’s account, 


Balance unexpended as per City Treasurer’s Account, 


3d 


$16,871.67 


$5,669.00 


$11,202.67 








$11,202.67 
11.00 


er eer 


$11,191.67 
A3 


$11,192.10 


JAMES B. CONGDON, Clerk Board Trustees. 


Ciry or New BEDFORD, 


OFFICE OF TRUSTEES FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY, Ist mo. 5, 1872. 


RE POR®D 
OF THE COMMITTEE OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE 
FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY, ON THE APPLICATION OF THE 
YOUNG MEN’S NATURAL HISTORY SOCIETY. 


The Committee of the Board of Trustees to whom was referred a 
communication bearing date June 22, 1871, of a Committee of the 
Young Men’s Natural History Society, on the subject of the Collections 
of said Society, ask leave respectfully to report. 

The following is a copy of the communication: 


‘“NEW BEDFORD, June 22, 1871. 
“* To the Trusteee of the Free Public Library: 


‘¢ GENTLEMEN, — At a meeting of the Young Men’s Natural History 
Society, held Wednesday evening, June 21, 1871, it was 

‘¢ Voted, ‘That the Museum of the Young Men’s Natural History 
Society be offered to the Trustees of the Public Library under the same 
conditions which we made to the City Government.’ 

*‘In pursuance of this vote, we the undersigned, a Committee ap- 
pointed for that purpose, ask you to accept of the Museum with these 
conditions only: 

‘¢You to keep the Museum in some suitable place, where the mem- 
bers of the Young Men’s Natural History Society can have free access 
to it; and 

‘To have it open free to the public as often as once a week. 

‘*We will continue to make additions to the Museum as in years 
past. 

‘Notwithstanding the editorials which have been published in the 
daily papers, we still consider the Museum a valuable one, and are de- 
sirous of retaining it in our city. 

“Tt has grown so large that we are unable to handle it without help, 
and this is our only reason for wishing to dispose of it. 

‘“* We value the collection at jive thousand dollars, and we have it in- 
sured for two thousand dollars. 


‘‘ Hoping to have a favorable answer from you at your earliest con- 
conyenience, we remain 
*‘ Yours very respectfully, 


‘“*LUTHER G. HEWINS, JYr., 
JAMES C. BRIGGS, Committee.” 
E. V. McLeop, 


Dec., 1871. TRUSTEES’ REPORT. 


os 
Or 


- The Committee to whom this communication was addressed, gave 
immediate attention to the subject referred to them. 

To enable the committee the better to judge as to the character, ex- 
tent and value of the collection, the hall in which it is now kept was 
visited, in company with two of the young gentlemen whose names are 
attached to the communication. Althongh not prepared to form an 
opinion as to the exact position which it holds as a natural history 
collection, in comparison with such collections in other parts of our 
country, or to fix upon it a money value, as such collections are gen- 
erally appraised, the Committee found a large number of valuable spec- 
imens in the various branches of natural history, carefully classified 
and neatly arranged. 

Whatever may be its defects as a collection calculated to meet the 
wants of the student in that branch of the domain of knowledge, it is 
evident that what has been gathered and arranged is in the right direc- 
tion, and that a foundation has been laid of the right kind of material 
for assisting the student in this delightful branch of knowledge, and 
for building up a collection which shall meet the wants of the most’ 
advanced inquirers into the secrets of nature. 

We mean these remarks to apply strictly to the specimens in natural 
history. P 

There are a large number of articles in the Museum, many of them 
rare and valuable, and all worth preserving, which have no immediate 
connection with the pursuit of this branch of knowledge. 

All that we need to say of these is, that they serve to increase the 
interest in the general visitor to the Natural History Room; that they 
are arranged in perfect taste; and that as far as they are of a character 
to illustrate the manners and customs of other nations, they may be 
considered as haying an educational value. Some of them havé a value . 
in the estimation of the local antiquary, as illustrating the history of 
our own municipality. 

The committee are unanimous in the opinion that this collection of 
curiosities and specimens in natural history is, in any light in which 
it may be viewed, a valuable one, and that it is very desirable that it 
should be retained among us, and so placed that the student may be 
assisted by its specimens, and the public at large gratified by having 
access to the many interesting objects which it contains. 

Thus far the subject has no difficulties. It is an easy matter to state 
that here is a fine collection, a valuable collection, and a collection 
which it is very desirable to retain in our city. 

The question is How can it be retained? 

Those who now hold it, by whose labors it has been gathered, and 
for whose benefit as students of natural history it is primarily in- 
tended, tell us in the communication before us that they cannot hold it 
longer. Their statement is that it has grown so large that they are 


36 CITY DOCUMENT No. 7. December, 


unable to handle it without help. In their interview with the Com- 
mittee, through the young men who had been commissioned to commu- 
nicate with the Trustees, they have shown us most clearly that it is 
utterly out of their power to meet the expenditure demanded to keep 
the collection together, and in such a condition as to allow of its use 
by the members and of its exhibition to the public. If kept together, 
and so arranged as to answer the end of its collection, it must be by 
individuals or associations of greater resources than the members of 
the Young Men’s Natural History Society. 

It is well known to the Board, that various means have been resorted 
to, hitherto, without success, to secure on the part of the Society the 
means of meeting the necessary expenditures. 

An effort was made, and for a time it was successful, to obtain the 
help of individuals not members. These subscribers have gradually 
fallen away so that this source of supply has failed. 

An application was made to the city for the necessary aid from the 
city treasury. This application was not successful; the refusal of the 
City Council being based upon the ground that it was not within its 
province to make appropriations of such a character. 

Another effort was made to obtain the necessary help through a con- 
tribution from that part of the income of the Howland fund that was 
placed at the disposal of the School Committee. 

This proposition did not succeed; the School Committee taking the 
ground that neither by the will of Sylvia Ann Howland nor by the Or- 
dinance of the City, could they devote any portion of this income to 
the purposes of sustaining the Young Men’s Natural History Society. 

It should be borne in mind that the City Council, by a concurrent 
vote, recommended to the School Committee to make the appropria- 
tion asked for by the Society. 

The subject has now been brought before this Board by the commu- 
nication of the Committee of the Young Men’s Natural History Society 
which was received at our last meeting, referred, and upon which this 
report is introduced. 

Two questions are prominent in the inquiry as the subject now 
stands before this body. 

Is it in the power of the Trustees of the Free Public Library, from 
any funds which are under their control, to aid the Young Men’s Nat- 
ural History Society in the manner proposed? 

If it is in our power legally to do this, is the object to be attained 
one that commends itself to our judgment as within the scope of the 
plan of the Free Public Library? 

We come to the consideration of this subject with two facts of im- 
portance connected with it. 

First. The City Council have, by a very decided vote, expressed 
their desire that this Society should be sustained, 
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Second. The New Bedford School Committee have, wlth great una- 
nimity, declared that to grant this relief does not come within the 
range of the authority vested in that body. 

Weare of opinion that any action of this body, clearly in accord- 
ance with the proceedings of the City Council in relation to this 
request, would meet with the sanction of that body. 

But it is the duty of this Board to act upon its own convictions of 
what is required of us by the laws, the ordinances of the city, and the 
conditions set forth in the donations whose income has been placed in 
our charge. 

There are, connected with our position as Trustees of the Free Pub- 
lic Library, duties and obligations of the gravest character, and it 
becomes us on this and on all occasions, clearly to recognize and faith- 
fully to meet them. 

It is allowed to us, however, to take a comprehensive view of the 
field of labor which we occupy, and to interpret its duties and obliga- 
tions by a liberal construction of these directions which it is our duty 
to observe. 

The Free Public Library is a great educational institution. In all 
our reports we have held it up before the public as the complement of 
our free public school system. The principal purpose of its establish- 
ment is, certainly, to collect a library and provide for the circulation 
of our books; but books are not the only instrumentalities for the edu- 
cation of the people, and it is clear that anything that adds to the 
ability of the books to communicate instruction, comes clearly within 
the province of our trusteeship and the purpose for which the library 
was established. Maps, charts, pictures, statues, plans, specimens of 
natural history, all aid to give life and power to the information con- 
tained in books, and greatly to add to their value. 

We have in our library, a large number of the most valuable works 
in natural history ever published, and we expect to go on increasing 
the number of books in this most interesting and valuable branch of 
knowledge. 

Suppose we had the text only of Audubon’s celebrated works, would 
it not be a valuable acquisition to have placed within the reach of the 
student and the general reader, a preserved specimen of every bird and 
every beast described by him? 

Enough has been said to give a general idea of this subject. The 
Committee are aware that there must be a limit set to this method of 
proceeding; and they do not wish even to be too positive in the 
opinion that the collection of the Young Men’s Natural History Society 
would come within the range of the principle. 

The Committee are not prepared to make any specific proposition at 
this time. It has seemed enough for them to state the general princi- 
ples, and the principal facts connected with the request of the Young 
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Men’s Natural History Society, and leave it for the Board to decide, in 
view of all the facts before us, and in view_of the important obliga- 
tions which are resting upon us, what course it is our duty to take. 


On behalf of the Committee, 


JAMES B. CONGDON. 
New Beprorp, 7th mo. 1, 1871. 


BILL OF SALE 


OF THE MUSEUM OF THE YOUNG MEN’S NATURAL HISTORY 
SOCIETY TO THE CITY OF NEW BEDFORD. ; 


Whereas, The Young Men’s Natural History Society of New Bedford, 
a body corporate under the laws of the Commonwealth of Massachu- 
setts, in the city of New Bedford, is the holder and possessor of a Col- 
lection or Museum, consisting of specimens in Natural History and 
other rare and valuable articles; and 

Whereas, An arrangement has been made for a sale and conveyance 
of said Museum or Collection to said city of New Bedford: 

Now, therefore, be it known to all whom it may concern, that the 
Young Men’s Natural History Society of New Bedford, in consideration 
of one dollar paid to them by the city of New Bedford, the receipt 
whereof is hereby acknowledged, and for divers other good and valid 
considerations, does hereby give, grant, sell, convey, transfer and assign 
unto said city of New Bedford, for the purposes of the Free Public 
Library, all the articles contained in said Museum or Collection as they 
now may be found in the room in the building in said New Bedford, 
called Cummings Block, which room has been hired and prepared for 
this purpose, hereby intending to convey to said city, all the specimens 
in natural history, such as minerals and zoological preparations, and 
all works of art, together with all the fixtures, shelves, cases, drawers, 
and all other articles used for the classification and arrangement of 
the said Collection or Museum; and all the stoves, gas fixtures, and all 
other articles belonging thereto or used in connection therewith, or 
with the use and occupancy of the room in which it and they are con-— 
tained; it being understood that there is conveyed to said city of New 
Bedford by this bill of sale, all the property of the said Young Men’s 
Natural History Society contained in said Museum or Collection in the 
room in which it is now situated, and further understood, that all the 
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specimens, preparations, works of art, &c., which constitute said Mu- 
seum, and all the furniture, stoves, fixtures, &c., are the property of 
said Society. ; 

In witness whereof, the said Young Men’s Natural History Society, 
by Luther G. Hewins, Jr., James C. Briggs, and E. V. McLeod, a Com- 
mittee duly authorized by a vote of said corporation for that purpose, 
have hereunto set their hands and the seal of the said corporation, this 
24th day of July, 1871. 


NEw BEDFORD YOUNG MEN’s NaTuRAL History SOCIETY, 


By L. G. HEwIns, JR. 
JAMES C. BRIGGS. 
E. V. McLxop. 


AGREEMENT. 


Whereas, The members of the Young Men’s Natural History Society 
of New Bedford, have this day conveyed to the Trustees of the Free 
Public Library for the city of New Bedford, the Museum or Collection 
of Natural History and other valuable articles, collected, held, and 
owned by them, as by their bill of sale of this date; and 

Whereas, It is the purpose and intent of the parties to this convey- 
ance, that the said Museum or Collection shall be kept, preserved and 
enlarged for the mutual benefit of the members of said Society and of 
the inhabitants of said city of New Bedford, and for the promotion of 
an interest in the subject of Natural History, generally, in said city: 

Therefore, we whose names are hereunto subscribed, George How- 
land, Jr., J. Wingate Frost, and James B. Congdon, a Committee of the 
Trustees of the Free Public Library, representing said Trustees and 
the inhabitants of said City, and Luther G. Hewins, Jr., James C. 
Briggs, and E. V. McLeod, a Committee of the Young Men’s Natural 
History Society, representing the members of said Society, both said 
Committees being authorized bereto, do agree as follows: 

The Trustees of the Free Public Library do agree, that the Museum 
or Collection purchased by them for the City as aforesaid, shall be kept 
in a place convenient for its arrangement, increase, preservation, and 
exhibition; that it shall be at all proper times accessible to the mem- 
bers of the Young Men’s Natural History Society for such use thereof 
as will enable them to avail of its contents.for the purposes of study 
and for making additions thereto; that once a week, upon such day 
and at such time of the day as may be agreed upon, the room or rooms 
containing the Collection shall be opened to the public under such reg- 
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ulations as may be required for the comfort and convenience of the 
visitors and the preservation and safety of the articles contained in it; 
that it shall be, on the day it may be thus opened to visitors, properly 
warmed and lighted; and that all the expenses attending the provision 
of a suitable room, for warming and lighting the same, and for such 
care thereof as shall be required for keeping it clean, shall be paid by 
the said city of New Bedford. 

The Committee of the Young Men’s Natural History Society do 
agree, that the members thereof shall continue to pursue the study of 
natural history as heretofore; that all the care and labor necessary 
for the arrangement, preservation and increase of the said Collection 
shall be bestowed by them; that they shall be diligent in the work of 
increasing the natural history specimens of the Collection and adding 
thereto all such articles as may be calculated to increase its value and 
interest; and that said City shall not be called upon to pay for any 
expenditures but such as are specifically set forth and agreed to on the 
part of the Trustees as above, unless the City Council or the Trustees 
of the Free Public Library shall authorize an expenditure for other 
purposes. 

Witness the signatures of the parties above named, this 24th day of 
July, in the year one thousand eight hundred and seventy-one. 


JAMES C. BRIGGS, > Young Men’s Natural 


L. G. HEwIns, sf Committee of the 
KH. V. McLeop, History Society. 


JAMES B. CONGDON, Trustees of the Free 


GEORGE HOWLAND, me Committee of the 
J. WINGATE FROST, Public Library. 


Mo | OBLIC LIBRARY. 


RULES AND REGULATIONS. 


SS ennmemmeee 


Organization and Duties of the Board of Trustees. 


ARTICLE I. 


Sect. 1. The Mayor of the city shail be President of the Board of 
Trustees. 

Sect. 2. When he shall be absent a presiding officer shall be chosen 
for the meeting, who for such meeting shall exercise all the anthority 
of the President. 

Szcr. 3. The Clerk shall preside pending such choice. 

Sect. 4. When President and Clerk shall both be absent, any mem- 
ber may call the meeting to order and preside at the choice of a Presi- 
dent pro tempore. 


ARTICLE II. 


Srct. 1. The Board shall have four Standing Committees, to wit: 

On the Library, to consist of four members, of whom the President 
shall be one and its Chairman. 

On the Building, to consist of two members. 

On Binding and Blanks, to consist of two members. 

On the Museum, to consist of three members. 

These Committees shall be appointed by the President at the first 
meeting in the year, unless a vote shall be passed for their election 
by the Board. If not then appointed or chosen, it can be done at any 
subsequent meeting. 

Sect. 2. Vacancies in any Standing Committee can be filled at any 
meeting. 

Sect. 3. Speeial Committees shall be appointed by the President. 


ARTICLE III. 


Sxcr. 1. The first meeting in the year shall be held on the next Sat- 
urday after the election of the Trustees; which meeting shall be called 
by the Clerk under the direction of the Mayor, by written notices to 
each member. 
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SEcT. 2. Meetings shall be held on the first Saturday of every month. 

Sxct. 3. Notices of all meetings shall be sent under the direction of 
the Clerk, to the members through the post-office, or delivered at their 
respective residences, and in the first-named case they shall be sent the 
day previous to the meeting. 

Sect. 4. Special meetings shall be called by the Clerk upon the re- 
quest of any member, such meeting not to be called sooner than the 
next day after such request shall be made. 

Sror, 5. Four members shall constitute a quorum. 


ARTICLE IV. 


Sect. 1. The Standing Committee on the Library shall 

Purchase all books; 

Subscribe for the periodicals ; 

Prepare the Annual Report; and 

Direct the Librarian as to what books shall not be allowed to be 
taken from the Library. 

Sect. 2. The Standing Committee on the Building shall have the 
oversight of the rooms, their cleaning, warming, lighting, ventilating, 
and repairs; and shall direct with regard to the fixtures, furniture, and 
pictures. 

Srct. 3. The Standing Committee on Blanks and Binding shall direct 
in relation to the binding of books and periodicals and their prepara- 
tion for use; provide all necessary books and blanks for the use of the 
Librarian; and decide all doubtful questions as to fines and the injury 
or loss of books taken from the library. 

Secr. 4. The Standing Committee on the Museum shall have in 
charge the Museum of Natural History, and shall take all such meas- 
ures for its security, usefulness and growth as may be deemed by them 
advisable, within the limitations ordered by the Board of Trustees. 

Sect. 5. The several Standing Committees shall, in all matters con- 
nected with their respective duties, conform to all directions which 
may be given by a vote of the board. 


ARTICLE V. 


SxctT. 1. Connected with the management of the library there shall be 

A Clerk; ‘ 

A Superintendent ; 

A Librarian ; 

One or more Assistant Librarians. 

Sect. 2. The Clerk shall be the recording officer of the Board of 
Trustees, and shall certify to all bills which shall be approved by them. 
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All the records and papers of the Board shall be in his possession, sub- 
ject to its order. In the absence of the Clerk at any meeting, the 
President shall appoint a Clerk pro tempore. 

Sect. 3. The Superintendent of the Library shall have a general 
oversight of the operations of the Library not connected with the ar- 
rangement, custody and circulation of the books and other publications 
or any other part of its management belonging to the office of Libra- 
rian; he shall perform all such duties as may be assigned to him by the 
Board or either of its Standing Committees; he shall conduct all the 
correspondence of the Board; examine all bills and keep an exact ac- 
count of all authorized expenditures, placing under different heads the 
demands allowed and ordered to be charged to the account of the gen- 
eral expenditure and to the several Trust Funds whose income is 
expended under the direction of the Board. He shall, at every meeting 
of the Board, lay before them in writing any subject which he may 
consider as calling for their attention. It shall be his duty to receive 
and act upon all requests for leave to take from the Library any book 
not intended for general circulation. He shall receive, from time to 
time, from the Librarian, an account of any books which may be miss- 
ing and advise with him as to the necessary measures for their recov- 
ery, and in relation to any other department of the operations of the 
institution. 

The Superintendent shall have charge of the Museum and Collections 
in Natural History belonging to the city of New Bedford, and ‘shall, 
under the direction of the Trustees or the Standing Committee on the 
Museum, take all such measures for its preservation, increase, and 
profitable arrangement and exhibition, as may be called for, that the 
design of its establishment and of its purchase by the city may be ac- 
complished. 

Srct. 4. The Librarian shall have the charge of all the rooms occupied 
by the Library, and the custody of all the property connected with it, 
contained in them. He shall be responsible to the Trustees for the 
faithful discharge of his duties. All the books, periodicals, maps, 
charts, manuscripts and pictures shall be catalogued and arranged by 
him; and in all matters connected with their use, preservation, and 
circulation, he shall see that the rules and regulations of the Trustees 
are complied with. It shall be his duty to preserve order in the Libra- 
ry-rooms, and to do whatever may be required to facilitate the examin- 
ation and perusal of the books and periodicals, and the convenience 
of all visitors and takers of books for circulation. The Librarian 
shall from time to time, and as often as once in three months, make 
out a list for the Superintendent of all the books missing, and such 
measures may be taken by these two officers as they may consider best 
calculated for their recovery. 
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He shall receive all fines, keeping a record of the same, and may 
from any funds in his hands meet any petty expenditures necessary in 
his department. 

Sxct. 5. The Assistant Librarians shall perform their duties under 
the direction of the Librarian; and when the last named officer is 
absent, the Library shall be under the charge of the Assistant he 
may designate, unless the Trustees otherwise order. 

Srct. 6. The Superintendent, Clerk, Librarian and Assistant Libra- 
rians, and all other officers they may think proper to employ, shall be 
appointed by the Trustees; they shall receive such compensation as 
the Board shall allow, payable quarterly, and shall hold their respec- 
tive places during its pleasure. Should the Superintendent be absent, 
or should there be a vacancy in the office, the Clerk shall perform the _ 
duties of that office during such absence or vacancy. 


Library Regulations. 
ARTICLE VI. 
WHEN OPEN. 


Sect. 1. The Library shall be open every day, Sundays, New Year’s 
Day and the Legal Holidays excepted. 

Secr. 2. From April lst to August 31st, both inclusive, from 8 o’clock 
A.M. to 1 o’clock P. M., from 3 o’clock to 6 o’clock and from 7 o’clock 
to 9 o’clock P. M. 

Srcr. 8. During the other months, from 10 o’clock A. M. to 1 o’clock 
P. M. and from 8 to 6 and from 7 to 9 o’clock P. M. 


RIGHTS AND DUTIES. OF VISITORS. 


Sect. 4. All persons resident in New Bedford, of 16 years of age 
and upwards, shall have the right to visit the rooms, and to use therein 
the books, periodicals, &c., subject to such regulations and restrictions 
as the Committee on the Library may from time to time institute with 
the approbation of the Board. 

Srecr. 5. Measures shall be taken to guard against loss or damage by 
reason of such use of the Library property, and to insure quiet and 
decorum in all the rooms. 

Sect. 6. A failure to meet any pecuniary liability, or to conform to 
the rules, shall be considered a forfeiture of the right to the use of the 
Library property in any form. . 

Sect. 7. Strangers, introduced by a Trustee or a member of the City 
Council, may be allowed the privileges of residents for four weeks. 


CIRCULATION OF BOOKS. 


Srct. 8. Books may be taken from the Library by all resident adults, 
and by all resident married minors. 
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SEecT. 9. A delivery upon the order of a resident shall be considered 
a delivery to him in person. 

Secr. 10. All orders for books shall name the person to receive them, 
and the books shall be delivered to no other. There shall be an order 
for each delivery. 

SrcT. 11. Minors 16 years old or upwards, resident in the city, may 
be allowed the rights of adults as takers of books, by filing with the 
Librarian a certificate signed by their parent or guardian or some other 
responsible person, also a resident, by which the signer shall become 
to the same extent responsible for said minor as he would be for him- 
self. A deposit to the full value of the volume called for or of the 
set to which it belongs may take the place of such certificate. 

Sect. 12. All persons having the right to take books shall, before ex- 
ercising such right, enter into an obligation in writing that they will 
observe all the Rules and Regulations instituted for the government 
and safety of the Library, which obligation shall be in such form as 
the Committee on the Library shall direct, care being taken that it 
shall recognize a pecuniary obligation, on the part of such taker, to the 
City of New Bedford, for all fines, forfeitures, loss, or damage. 

SxcT. 13. No person shall be allowed to take a book from the Library, 
who appears by the records to be accountable for a book previously 
taken or for a fine or forfeiture imposed. 

Scr. 14. Books intended for general circulation, with such excep- 
tions as the Committee on the Library may direct, shall be properly let- 
tered and numbered, having on the outside a label stating the time they 
may be kept and the fine for retaining them longer. 

SeEcT. 15. All the books, as well as the periodicals, manuscripts, &c., 
shall be stamped with the words, ‘‘ New BEDFORD FREE PUBLIC LI- 
BRARY,” the number being written on the inside of the cover. - 

Sect. 16. All the books of the Library shall be prepared for general 
circulation, except such as the Trustees shall order to be kept in the 
rooms. 

SrctT. 17. One volume only can be taken at one time. . 

Srecor. 18. No book can be retaken unless returned to the Library. 

Srecr. 19. Books taken can be used in the family of the taker only. 

Srcr. 20. All books taken may be retained two weeks unless a shorter 
time is named on the cover. : 

Sect. 21. A book may be retaken unless an application for it has been 
made to the Librarian in writing. 

Sect. 22. The Committee on the Library may order a new book to 
be retained in the rooms for a short time after its purchase, and they 
may, if they shall think proper, shorten the time it may be kept out. 

Sect. 23. Every person entitled to take books from the Library shall 
receive from the Librarian a printed card, having on it the name of the 
applicant. The catalogue number of the book asked for should be 
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written in the blanks left for the purpose, and this card presented to 
the Librarian or his assistant as the mode of obtaining any book that 
may be wanted. 

Srcr. 24. Books returned must be delivered to the Librarian or his 
assistant. 

Srct. 25. The fines for retaining books beyond the allowed period 
shall be one cent a day; and for books damaged or lost, the actual loss 
sustained. 

Sect. 26. All holders of books beyond the regulation period shall be 
required to pay the expense of sending for the same, and it shall be 
the duty of the Librarian*to send for all books held two weeks beyond 
the allowed time, and if not then delivered they shall be considered as 
lost. 

SEcT. 27. Books not intended for general circulation may be taken 
from the Library, for a limited period, upon an order in writing signed 
by the Superintendent, a receipt being given by the taker therefor. 


Donations, 
ARTICLE VII. 


Srcr. 1. A record shall be kept by the Librarian of all donations 
made to the Library, which record shall be placed before the Board at 
each monthly meeting, when it shall be read, and if it be approved 
such approval shall be certified upon it by the Clerk. 

Sect. Z. All books presented to the Library shall have the name of 
the donor placed upon them, and a list of all the donations for the year 
shall be contained in the annual report. 


Amendments. 
of ARTICLE VIII. 


These Rules and Regulations may be amended at any meeting, by a 
vote of two thirds of the members of tho Board; but a majority may 
amend at any meeting, if each member shall have been notified of the 
proposed change and of the time and place of the proposed action 
thereupon. 


? 


MEMORIAL TO SYLVIA ANN HOWLAND. 


A Committee of the Board of Trustees of the Free Public Library, 
appointed to take into consideration the subject of a memorial to be 
placed in the Library Building, to commemorate the liberality of Sylvia 
Ann Howland, made a report, recommending that a plain marble tablet 
be placed in a conspicuous position in the principal room of the Library, 
bearing an inscription somewhat as follows: 


THIS TABLET 
commemorates the enlightened liberality of 
SYLVIA ANN HOWLAND, 
who bestowed upon the city of 
NEW BEDFORD, 
the noble sum of 
TWO HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLARS: 
ONE HUNDRED THOUSAND 
in aid of the effort to supply the city with 
PURE WATER; 
and 
ONE HUNDRED THOUSAND 
as a fund for the promotion of the cause of 
LIBERAL EDUCATION 
by extending to the 
PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
the means of a wider and more generous culture, 
and by the enlargement of the 
FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY. 


12th mo. 30, 1871. No action was taken upon this report. 


LIST OF PERIODICALS CURRENTLY RECEIVED. 





The letters following the figures denoting the size of the periodical, signify re- 
spectively, Y. yearly, 4Y. half-yearly, Q. quarterly, M. monthly, 4M. semi-monthly, D. 


daily, UN. uncertain. 
Academy, The. London. 
Academy of Natura’ Sciences, Philadelphia. 
— Journal. 
— Proceedings. 
— American Journal of Conchology. 
Advocate of Peace. See American Peace Society. 
Allgemeine Zeitung. Augsburg. 
American Academy of Arts and Sciences, Boston. 
— Memoirs. 
— Proceedings. 
American Annual Cyclopedia. New York. 
American Antiquarian Society, Worcester. 
— Transactions and Collections. 
— Proceedings. 
American Chemist. New York. 
American Entomological Society, Philadelphia. 
— Transactions. 
American Journal of Conchology. See Academy of 
Natural Sciences. 
American Journal of Science and Arts, [Silliman’s 
Journal.| New Haven. 
American Literary Gazette and Publishers’ Circular. 
See Publishers’ and Stationers’ Weekly 
Trade Circular. 
American Peace Society, Boston. 
— Advocate of Peace. 
American Philosophical Society, Philadelphia. 
— Transactions. 
— Proceedings. 
American Quarterly Church Review. New York. 
' American Social Science Association, New York. 
— Journal of Social Science. 
Annals and Magazine of Natural History. London. 
Annual of Scientific Discovery. Boston. 
Annual Register. London. 
Art, Pictorial and Industrial. London. 


sn. 


42 


49° 
8° 
82° 


49 


4° 
go 
89 


8° 


8° 


49 
8° 
8° 


go 
go 
127 
go 
40 
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Art-Journal, The. London. 
Athenzum, The. London. 
Atlantic Monthly. Boston. 
Bibliotheca Sacra and Theological Eclectic. Andover. 
Blackwood’s Edinburgh Magazine. Edinburgh. 
Boston Society of Natural History, Boston. 
— Annual. 
— Memoirs. 
— Proceedings. 
Boston. See American Academy of Arts and Sciences, 
— See American Peace Society. 
— See Massachusetts Historical Society. 
-- See Massachusetts Society for the Prevention of 
Cruelty to Animals. 
— See New England Historical, Genealogical Society. 
Botanische Zeitung. Leipzig. 
British Almanac and Companion. See Society for the 
Diffusion of Useful Knowledge. 
British Journal of Photography. London. 
British Quarterly Review. London. 


Canadian Naturalist and Quarterly Journal of Science. 


Montreal. 
Catholic World. New York. 
Chemical News. London. 
Christian Register. Boston. 
Commercial and Financial Chronicle and Hunt’s Mer- 
chants’ Magazine. New York. 

Congregational Quarterly. Boston. 
Contemporary Review. London. 
Daily Evening Standard. New Bedford. 
Dublin University Magazine. Dublin. 
Edinburgh Review. Edinburgh. 
Engineering. London. 
Entomologische Zeitung. Stettin. 
Essex Institute, Salem, Mass. 

— Bulletin. 

— Historical Collections. 
Every Saturday. Boston. 
Franklin Institute, Philadelphia. 

— Journal of the Franklin Institute. 
FraSser’s Magazine. London. 
Friends’ Review. Philadelphia. 
Galaxy, The. New York. 
Geological Society, London. 

— Quarterly Journal. 

Hardwicke’s Science Gossip. London. 
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Harper’s New Monthly Magazine. New York. 

Historical Magazine. New York. 

Journal fuer die reine und angewandete Mathematik. 
Berlin. 

Journal of Social Science, See American Social Science 
Association. 5 

Journal of Speculative Philosophy. St. Louis. 

Journal of the Franklin Institute. See Franklin Insti- 
tute. 

Journal of the Royal Geographical Society. See Royal 
Geographical Society. 

Literary World, The. Boston. 

Littell’s Living Age. Boston. 

London. See Geological Society. 

— See Royal Geographical Society. 

— See Royal Society. 

— See Society for the Diffusion of Useful Knowledge. 
Macmillan’s Magazine. London. 

Maine Historical Society, Portland. 

— Collections. 

Massachusetts Historical Society, Boston. 

— Collections. 

— Proceedings. 

Massachusetts Society for the Prevention of Cruelty 
to Dumb Animals, Boston. 

— Our Dumb Animals. 

Methodist Quarterly Review. New York. 

Mittheilungen aus Justus Perthes’ Geographisches An- 
stalt. Gotha. 

Nation, The. New York. 

Nature. London. 

New Bedford Daily Mercury. New Bedford. 

New England Historic, Genealogical Society, Boston. 

— New England Historical and Genealogical Register 

and Antiquarian Journal. 
New Englander and Congregational Review. New 
Haven. 
New York Genealogical and Biographical Society, 
New York. 

— New York Genealogical and Biographical Record. 
New York. See American Social Science Association. 
North American Review. Boston. 

Notes and Queries. London. 

Old and New. Boston. 

Our Dumb Animals. See Massachusetts Society for 
the Prevention of Cruelty to Dumb Animals. 
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Overland Monthly. San Francisco. 
Peabody Academy of Science, Salem, Mass. 
— American Naturalist. 
— Memoirs. 
Philadelphia Photographer. [Including the Photo- 
graphic Times, New York.] Philadelphia. 
Philadelphia, See Academy of Natural Sciences, 
— See American Entomological Society. 
— See American Philosophical Society. 
— See Franklin Institute. 
Photographic World. Philadelphia. 
Popular Science Review. London. 
Portland. See Maine Historical Society. 
Providence. See Rhode Island Historical Society. 
Publishers’ and Stationers’ Weekly Trade Circular. 
[Including American Literary Gazette and 
Publishers’ Circular.] New York. 
Publishers’ Circular. London. 
Quarterly Journal of Microscopical Science. London. 
Quarterly Journal of.Pure and Applied Mathematics. 
. London. : 


Quarterly Journal of the Geological Society. See Geo- . 


logical Society. 

Quarterly Review. London. 
Radical, The. Boston. 
Religious Magazine and Monthly Review. Boston. 
Rhode Island Historical Society, Providence. 

— Collections. 
Royal Geographical Society, London. 

— Journal. 
Royal Society, London. 

— Philosophical Transactions. 

— Proceedings. 

Salem, Mass. See Essex Institute. 

— See Peabody Academy of Science. 
Saturday Review. London. 
Scientific American. New York. 
Scribner’s Monthly. New York. 
Smithsonian Institution, Washington. 

— Contributions to Knowledge. 

— Miscellaneous Collections. 
Society for the Diffusion of Useful Knowledge, Lon- 

don. 

— British Almanac and Companion, 

Spectator. London. 
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Stereoscopic Magazine. London. 

Tilton’s Journal of Horticulture and Floral Magazine. 
Boston. 

Truebner’s American and Oriental Literary Record. 
London. 

Universalist Quarterly. Boston. 

Van Nostrand’s Eclectic Engineering. New York. 

Washington, D. C. See Smithsonian Institution. 

Westminster Review. London. 

Whitaker’s Almanac. London. 

Worcester, Mass. See American Antiquarian Society. 

Workshop, The. New York. 
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